SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF STATEN ISLAND

Congratulations Staten Island
Soroptimists on all your NAR
Awards !

During the summer the first ever VIRTUAL
North Atlantic Region (NAR) Spring
Conference was held. At this confer-
ence our SISI Club was recognized with
the following awards:

Soroptimists Celebrating Success
Award: Soroptimists Celebrating
Success Awards recognize outstanding
club projects that improve the lives of
women and girls through programs
leading to social and economic empow-
erment or promotes Soroptimist as an
organization that improves the lives of
women and girls. These awards recog-
nize the best practices of Soroptimist
clubs in each of the four pillar areas
supporting the SIA strategic plan:
fundraising, membership, program and
public awareness.

Unsung Hero Award: Each year the
current president picks one member
who has gone above and beyond
without expecting or asking for recogni-
tion, credit, or praise. Our club recipient
this year is Lauren Aquino. She has
taken on our website and social media
voluntarily and is very grateful the club
has entrusted her with this responsibility.

Membership Award: This catego-
ry recosgnizes creative and innovative
club recruitment and retention efforts
that increases the number of members
and/or enhances the cluo membership
experience. Our club was recognized
for our membership recruitment and
retention efforts this past year experience.
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Newsletter Award: SIS| was
recognized for our outstanding newslet-
ters. Thanks goes to Rosemary DeFiglio
for creating and authoring each issue of
the SISI Newsletter. Check out all our
newsletters here:
https://mww.soroptimistsi.org/news

Peace Begins at Home Grant:
The NAR provides grants to support clubs
involved with domestic violence and/or
Human Trafficking initiatives. This year we
were awarded with a grant to further our
work with Amethyst House. Special
thanks to Carol Lundrigan for writing the
proposal that secured us this grant.

Congratulations to the entire
Staten Island Soroptimist club for
receiving recognition for all the hard
work we've done this past year.
Here's to an even better year to
come albeit more challenging and
creative with Covid limitations!

Soroptimist International of
Staten Island (SISI)
Calendar of Events and Meetings

Ruby Awards Luncheon
RESCHEDULED for March 21, 2020
Noon at The Vanderbilt, guests and
members are all welcome to attend. A
great afternoon out with friends.

Sept 2 at 7pm on Zoom - Guest Speaker:
Janice Monger, Executive Director S.I.
Museum, Service Project: School Supplies
Oct 7th at 7pm on Zoom - Guest
Speaker + Service Project TBA

Nov 4th at 7pm on Zoom - Guest
Speaker: Judse Lizette Colon, Veteran
Community Service Project: TBD

Dec 2 at 7pm on Zoom - Holiday Party
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Welcome Everyone!

| want to say Thank You for your confi-
dence in me to be your club President
for the 2020-2022 biennium.
These past 4 years have been a true
learning experience for me as your
District Director. | cherish every moment |
had. It gave me the opportunity to
prepare to be a club president. (Granted
| did it backwards). | look forward to
hearing your suggestions, advice,
wisdom, and corrections. Working with
the 2020-2022 board we want to grow
the club, help women and girls here on
Staten Island and our school in Africa.

We have women of all stature in
our club from Professors, Doctors, Head
of Households, Business owners, Social
workers, and Retirees, we welcome all
into our meetings. Please ask your friends
and neighbors to have dinner with us at
any of our meetings. Invite them to our
Ruby Awards Luncheon. You never know
when something we are doing clicks
with them to help or to be helped.
We will be continuing to talk with the
Seamen’s Society to work with the younsg
women there in the DIBI (Dream It Be It)
program. You never know where the next
Soroptimist may come from.

| look forward to seeing you at our
first meeting for the new biennium. The
question of the day is Will the meeting
be in person or virtual? Only time
will tell.

Thank you,

Martha C Venditto

SI- Staten Island Club President 20-22
You can reach me at: 917-837-1589
Email: Simvenditto32@gmail.com

Send inclusions to: siNewsletter@defiglio.com
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Soroptimist International of
Staten Island (SISI) Meeting

Sept 2 at 7pm on Zoom - Guest Speaker:
Janice Monger, Executive Director S.I.
Museum with a Virtual Tour of the SI
Museum. Service Project: Help the
clients of On Your Mark -- ltems
Needed: - Exercise items (medicine ball,
rope, resistance bands)- Sensory games
and items - Fake money (for budgeting
and money skills)- Arts & Crafts kits (
jewelry making kits, science kits, painting
supplies)- Adaptive Cooking Items for the
individuals to use- Pool floats- Basketoall
hoop- Sports balls (soccer, baseball,
football and basketoall)- Jumbo backyard
games (connect four, jenga)

Collection Drop Off: 645 Forest Avenue
(Narrow door between the chocolate
shop and the hardware store)

Join Zoom Meeting via the intemnet:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8511
8305732?pwd=aE84V05Md
FZPL25YNTJLbmFgRmIndz09
Meeting ID: 851 1830 5732
Passcode: SoropofSl

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,85118305732#,
or

840520626# in US (New York)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS:
Sl/Araguari in Brazil

Around the World, Soroptimist are
improving the lives of Women and Girls.
In Brazil, SA members recognized their
Live Your Dream Award recipient,
Chayonara (second from right), who is
studying physical education.
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2020 -2021 SISI Board of Directors: President: Martha Vendetto; Vice President: Dawn
Reid-Green; Treasurer: Carol Lundrigan; Recording Secretary: Tina Bilcher-Murphy;
Corresponding Secretary: Lauren Aquino; Directors: Jayne Cooper & Janet McFarland;
Delegates: Jennifer Bollinger and Elissa Ramirez; alt Delegate: Angie DePompo Seff
Our SISI club website address is: http://Mmww.soroptimistsi.org
Contact carollundrigan@aol.com for a reservation at any and all events / meetings
SISI mailing address is: PO. Box 140530, Staten Island NY 10314 or info@soroptimistSl.org

New Central Park Statue
Commerates Women Pioneers

Meredith Bergmann as an artist working
in the public realm, approached this
project with an eye on integrating four
compatible but different concerns: the
people and history to be commemorat-
ed, the site, our contemporary needs,
and her own interest in creating the
artwork.

Her own interest is the easiest to
describe: She has worked for decades
for social justice and historical redress
through her art, using her artist’s imagina-
tion to create empathic representations
of diverse, inspiring people.

The historical record is complex, as
are the people she portrays. Professor
Margaret Washington, historian and
author of Sojourner Truth’s America,
(University of lllinois Press, IL, 2011)
summarized the complexity beautifully
when she wrote: “There ought to be a
way to depict that; to capture the
sisterhood as well as differences.”

Bergman's design also departs
from the other Central Park monuments
in ways that are appropriate to the entry
of women into a sphere from which
they were previously excluded. Three
figures (instead of one) share a pedestal
and relate to each other. They are
working. They are an allegory of sister-
hood, cooperation and activism .

SOJOURNER
TRUTH ANTHONY

SUSAN B. ELIZABETH CADY

STANTON

WOMEN'S RIGHTS PIONEERS
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If you are new to Zoom
follow this YouTube
tutorial and join in the fun!

Go to and view this YouTube
Tutorial on how to use Zoom:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9isp3qPecQOE

or call a board member for
detailed instructions. If you
want, No computer necessary -
you can call in on your phone
and listen and converse.

The Suffrage Centennial:
Righting, and Rewriting,
Historical Wrongs
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One hundred years ago Aug.26th, U.S.
Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby
signed the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution into effect, removing sex as
a barrier to the vote. Women’s suffrage
leaders and their supporters had hoped
to be able to witness the event live and
for the media to record it. Instead, at 8
am on August 26, 1920, Colby uncere-
moniously certified the document from
his own home.

o
Above: Cox Studio, Women activists with signs
for voter registration, 1956. Collection of the
Smithsonian National Museum of African American
History and Culture, Frances Albrier Collection

To celebrate, the Central Park West
headquarters is lighted in purple this
evening as other city institutions join in
honoring the centennial, we recognize
the tenacity of the suffragists and pay
homage to their hard-won victory.

See the film, “We Rise” on the web
at https://www.nyhistory.
org/media/we-rise-abridged
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